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Introduction
The Declaration of Independence is a historical document in the American history.  While Thomas Jefferson is credited with having authored the Declaration of Independence, it is worth noting that a representative from each of the 13 States appended their signature to it, a clear indication that the document had a national outlook to it.  Here, these representatives provide their reasons why they wished to be independent from the British Empire. Historians have for decades debated on whether these colonial leaders wrote the Declaration of Independence based on ideological reasons, or they felt motivated by greed.   The position of this essay is that a host of ideological reasons was the main inspiration behind our Founding Fathers decision to write the
Ideological View 
Through the Declaration of Independence, the American people had the rare chance to avow their right to be governed by a government of their choice. The overarching aim of the Declaration of Independence was to clarify why American colonists were opposed to having to submit to the British Empire.  The revolt was well and truly in operation, considering that by July 4, 1776, when the Declaration of Independence came into being, the Revolutionary War was well and truly ongoing. The fact that all the 13 American Colonies were signatory to it speaks volumes of their underlying intentions: “ That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States…” (‘Declaration of Independence’).  This is a position held by Bernard Bailyn. Bailyn (1967) belongs to the ideological school of thought, and opined that in writing the Declaration of Independence, our Founding Fathers were intent on ensuring that secured America's liberty against potential destruction by the British. 
From this document, any keen reader can identify with the colonialists' deep seated beliefs and fears. Following the Coercive Acts and Stamp Act after 1763, colonialists started witnessing a pattern of attempt at squashing liberty in America.  This was further fueled by their belief that soon enough, America would assume the position of "the foundation of a great and mighty empire" (Declaration of Independence”).
Selfishness 
On the other hand, Howard Zinn seems to contradict the position held by Bernard Bailyn. He argues that the upper-class drafted the Declaration of Independence with a view shifting the anger that the lower class had for them to the British. In other words, the Declaration of Independence was like a clarion call to all the Americans, to forge a united front and wage war against England for having inflicted on them economic burden, political oppression and military attacks.  Despite the existence of a class society in America, the Declaration of Independence proved to be a common ground for Americans of all walks of life, mainly because its architects who in this case happened to come from the Upper-class, found a way to weave words in such a manner as to convince even those from the lower-class that they had a common enemy in England.  
Consequently, the Declaration of Independence itemized all the grievances that the upper class felt was strong enough to elicit patriotic feelings from all but nonetheless, not so strong as to trigger class conflict.  Zinn (1980) also mentions that whereas the Declaration of Independence indicates that “all men are created equal”, nonetheless, black slaves, women, and Indians are conspicuously missing. The American colonialists had oppressed them greatly and their exclusion is hence a source of concern, according to Zinn.
Conclusion

In sum, the Declaration of Independence could have been inspired by greed or ideological differences depending on which angle you look at it. This issue has pitted historians against each others, notably, Bailyn and Zinn. I am in support of Zinn’s view that the Declaration of independence was drafted for selfish reasons namely, to shift the blame for class oppression from the American colonialists to the British.   In support of his position, Zinn has noted that while the document identifies all of us as being equal, there is no mention of women, blacks and Indians in this document. 
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